
WHEREAS, members of the historical profession support the Right to 
Education, including the universal access to higher education 
enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the 
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; and
WHEREAS, members of the historical profession are dedicated to 
the documentation of human experience through the collection 
and preservation of historical information; 
WHEREAS, the Right to Education can be exercised only when 
students and faculty alike have the freedom of movement to teach 
and study at institutions of their choice; and
WHEREAS, Israel’s restrictions on the movement of faculty, sta� 
and visitors in the West Bank impede the regular functioning of 
instruction and university activities at Palestinian institutions of 
higher learning2; and
WHEREAS,Israel routinely refuses to allow students from Gaza to 
travel in order to pursue higher education abroad, and even at 
West Bank universities; and3

WHEREAS, the Right to Education is undermined or deterred when 
educational institutions are damaged, or partially destroyed, and 
when state authorities raid, and even close, campuses; and 
WHEREAS, during its siege of Gaza in the summer of 2014, Israel 
bombarded fourteen institutions of higher learning, partially or 
completely destroying nine of them, including the Islamic Univer-
sity of Gaza, which houses the Oral History Center;4 and
WHEREAS, the Israeli military routinely invades university 

campuses in Jerusalem and the West Bank and frequently impedes 
entry;5 and 
WHEREAS, the Right to Education can be exercised fully and freely 
only when students have access to a broad range of ideas and a 
faculty of diverse backgrounds; and 
WHEREAS, Israel restricts the right to lecture, teach, or attend 
Palestinian universities by denying entry to select foreign nationals, 
including U.S. citizens, thereby denying Palestinian educational 
institutions the rich experiences enjoyed in other universities 
worldwide;6

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the AHA upholds the rights of 
all faculty and students, including Palestinians, to pursue their 
education and research freely and wherever they choose, and 
therefore,
BE FURTHER RESOLVED that the AHA calls for the immediate 
reversal of Israeli policies that restrict the freedom of movement 
required to exercise this right, including denial of entry of foreign 
nationals seeking to participate in educational programs; and 
BE FURTHER RESOLVED that the AHA calls for the cessation of 
attacks on Palestinian educational institutions, including raids on 
campuses, which undermine and deter education and endanger 
historical records;
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the AHA commits itself to 
continuing to monitor Israeli actions that restrict the right to 
education in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 

Resolution to be submitted to the 2016 Business Meeting of the American Historical Association

PROTECTING THE RIGHT TO EDUCATION IN THE OCCUPIED PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES1

Initial Signers (AHA members may add their names prior to the November 1 deadline for submission at
http://historiansagainstwar.org/aha16/).

David R. Applebaum, Rowan University  I  Silvia Marina Arrom, Brandeis University (emeritus)  I  Jeanie Attie, Long Island University  I  Aaron Bae,
Arizona State University  I  Marc Becker, Truman State University  I  Joel Beinin, Stanford University  I  Elizabeth Bishop, Texas State University  I  

Lisa Brock, Kalamazoo College  I  Amy Chazkel, Queens College and Graduate Center, CUNY I  Sandi E. Cooper, College of Staten Island 
and Graduate Center, CUNY (emeritus)  I  Kenneth Cuno, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign  I  Dennis Deslippe, Franklin &

Marshall College  I  Leena Dallasheh, Humboldt State University  I  Natalie Z. Davis, Princeton University (emeritus) and University of Toronto  I  Geo� Eley,
University of Michigan  I  Jerise Fogel, Montclair State University  I  Nancy Gallagher, University of California, Santa Barbara (emeritus)  I  Stephen S. Gosch,

University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire (emeritus)  I  Van Gosse, Franklin & Marshall College  I  Marc Goulding, University of Central Oklahoma  I  Karen Graubart,
University of Notre Dame  I  Anthony Gronowicz, Borough of Manhattan Community College, CUNY  I  Temma Kaplan, Rutgers University  I 

Rebecca Karl, New York University  I  Scott Laderman, University of Minnesota, Duluth  I  Jesse Lemisch, John Jay College of Criminal Justice, CUNY (emeritus)  I
Deborah T. Levenson, Boston College  I  Henry Maar, University of California, Santa Barbara  I  Andrae Marak, Governors State University  I  M.J. Maynes, 

University of Minnesota  I  Teresa Meade, Union College  I  Marissa J. Moorman, Indiana University-Bloomington  I  Ruth Mostern, University of California, Merced  I  
Melanie J. Newton, University of Toronto  I  Enrique C. Ochoa, California State University, Los Angeles  I  Prasannan Parthasarathi, Boston College  I  

Roger Peace, Tallahassee Community College  I  Melina Pappademos, University of Connecticut  I  Lewis Perry, St. Louis University  I  Margaret Power, 
Illinois Institute of Technology  I  Jean H. Quataert, Binghamton University  I  Ellen Ross, Ramapo College  I  Adam Sabra, University of California, Santa Barbara  I 

Ellen Schrecker, Yeshiva University (emeritus)  I  Joan W. Scott, Institute for Advanced Study (emeritus)  I   Martin J. Sherwin, George Mason University  I  
Ted Steinberg, Case Western Reserve University  I  David Suisman, University of Delaware  I  James Swarts, State University of New York at Geneseo  I  

Judith E. Tucker, Georgetown University  I  Daniel J. Walkowitz, New York University  I  Frank A. Warren, Queens College,  CUNY (emeritus)  I  Barbara Weinstein, 
New York University  I  Robert Whealey, Ohio University  I  Jon Wiener, University of California, Irvine  I  Carol Williams, University of Lethbridge, AB, Canada  I 

Rhonda Y. Williams, Case Western Reserve University  I  Lawrence Wittner, University at Albany, SUNY (emeritus)  I  Marilyn B. Young, New York University  I  
Andrew Zimmerman, George Washington University
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